IAME

ISLAND:

5 . TRIMOLE; ILLUSTHATION FOR TIME BY PETER ARD WARIA ROEY

O LIVING O HEALTH O FINANCE

LIVING

Folks looking to consolidate debt
are using the Internet to ask for

help from a friend or stranger
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O TRAVEL

Lower Birch Island, Maine
Buyers have been snapping up
tsles like this one in Pleasant Bay

Your Own Private Island. New technology makes living on

one more feasible. How to

BY KRISTINA DELL

WHEN A.]. LONGMAID SPENT HIS BOYHOOD
summers on Spectacle Island, a private
4.5-acre (1.8 hectare) refuge off the coast
of Bar Harbor, Maine, his family had no
electricity or pressurized water. He read
by kerosene lamp and showered by pour-
ing a bucket of freezing water over his
head. Today Longmaid, 30, not only has
hot showers and electric power on the is-

find the ulti

land but also can make cell-phone calls,
watch television and surfthe Net via satel-
lite. “People don’t even realize they aren't
connected to the mainland when they're
here because everything is the same,” says
Longmaid, who lives on Spectacle Island
with his girlfriend from May to October
and rents a second house to guests. The
couple spends the winterin Florida, where
he works as a yacht captain.

Driven by the seemingly endless Amer-

1ate waterfront property

ican fascination with real estate and the
continual thirst for affordable, less de-
veloped seaside views, island dwelling
has become practicable and increasingly
popular. Many islands that were once
considered uninhabitable wildernesses
have become desirable properties. Over
the past 1o years, a growing number of
people have been snapping them up in
the U.S., paying anywhere from $200,000
to $5 million, depending on size and lo-
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